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Authors’ Response: The Riskiest Job in Medicine:
Transplant Surgeons and Organ Procurement Travel
To the Editor:
In response to your Letter to the Editor, we appreci-
ate these additions to our work (1,2). A complete global
Table: Publicly reported fatal organ procurement accidents
Mode Number
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accounting of fatal accidents among transplant teams is
important for the entire transplant community, although it
is difficult to assemble due to the absence of a worldwide
clearinghouse for this information. Based on the clarifica-
tion and additional data you have provided, we offer this
updated table of fatal organ procurement accidents. We
invite all readers to contact us directly if we have omitted
any other fatal events.
We welcome your suggestions to improve organ pro-
curement travel safety and hope they are embraced by
the transplant community. Similar recommendations were
made by the Michigan Donor Travel Forum, which was con-
vened in March 2009. This forum represented a multidis-
ciplinary workgroup focused on improving organ procure-
ment practices, efficiency and safety in the United States.
The proceedings of the forum will be published in an up-
coming issue of the American Journal of Transplantation.
Michael J. Englesbe and Robert M. Merion
Department of Surgery, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, MI
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